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September 4 rainfall a one in sixty year event 

 
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has learnt that the heavy rainfall experienced in 
a single day in early September that caused significant damage to many of the roads within Kosciuszko 
National Park was a one in 60 year event. 
 
NPWS Southern Ranges Regional Manager, Dave Darlington, said today that the assessment of the 
September 4 rainfall has come direct from experts. 
 
“We currently have consultants assessing the damage to a number of trails within the park and they 
have advised this was an exceptional rainfall event. 
 
“This rings true considering we were already aware that Thredbo experienced its heaviest fall in 41 
years. 
 
“The result has been significant damage to sections of trails throughout the park which will have only 
been made worse by heavy falls experienced across the park over the weekend.” he said. 
 
“It will take several weeks for us to assess the full extent of the damage to the parks trail network.  
 
Mr Darlington has again urged visitors to try to avoid causing any damage attempting to drive through 
serious bogs. 
 
“The conditions are very wet and I urge visitors to be careful. My strongest advice for the next few days 
is to stay off the unsealed roads in the park,” he said. 
 
Mr Darlington said that Long Plain Road is open but will be four wheel drive access only to Blue 
Waterholes from the intersection of Long Plain Road and the Blue Waterholes Trail. 
 
“The bridge over the Murrumbidgee River on the Port Phillip Fire Trail has been damaged due to heavy 
flows and is now closed. 
 
 “It is not possible for visitors to drive the loop from the Snowy Mountains Highway along Long Plain 
road to Currango via Port Phillip Trail and then south along the Tantangara Road back to the Snowy 
Mountains Highway because the causeway is flooded by Tantangara Dam,” he said. 
 
The NPWS would like to clarify that the Goobarragandra Powerline Road is a public access trail within 
Kosciuszko National Park.  The road traverses a number of private properties and is not public access 
within this private land.  The trail is signposted within Kosciuszko National Park and is subject to 
seasonal (winter) closure.  
 
Goobarragandra Powerline Trail is closed at present as the trail in KNP has been washed out in the 
recent wet weather. The trail is not expected to be open for a number of months due to the scale of the 
damage. 
 
The road to Geehi Dam from alpine way remains closed. All other areas in the park are open. 
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